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Abstract This study aims to provide a comprehensive examination of the phenomenon of samizdat 

periodicals in Slovakia. It provides a definition of the term and presents the history of samizdat with a 

focus on social and historical context. As part of a detailed examination of samizdat publications, the 

paper deals with topics such as circulation, authorship, audience, as well as technical issues related to 

production – from the acquisition of paper, printing technologies or forms of distribution, circulation 

or periodicity, to editing and content. The study also examines the attitudes on samizdat of the official 

Catholic Church structures, i.e. the Vatican, as well as local government authorities. 

 


